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Early Years Foundation Stage
We will follow children’s interests.

Every child is unique and learns in a different way.

Children learn through:

Playing and exploring

Being active

Creating and thinking critically

These are called ‘The characteristics of effective 
learning’.

By giving them lots of different experiences we 
can ensure that they will feel comfortable and 
happy which leads to them learning and developing.





Weekly Blog



Reminders
• PE Mondays and Fridays – please can PE kit be in school and all 

items named. 

• Wellies – Please can your child keep a pair of wellies at school 
in a bag.

• Book bags – please check daily for letters and encourage 
children not to carry water bottles in them (as they can leak).  

• Please ensure water bottles only contain water. Children who 
have packed lunches may bring juice in their sandwich boxes 
to drink at lunch time only.

• Morning Routine – Please ensure your children stay on the 
playground in the morning and that they do not enter the 
sports court.

• If you haven’t already, please could children bring in a family 
photo as soon as possible. We are finding out about our 
families!



Helping with your 
Child’s Development as a 

Reader 



The Reading Process

Reading is a complex process. The 
reader draws on a range of skills, 
knowledge and experience in order to 
make sense of a text. 



Learning to Read: Reading to Learn 

Enjoyment of reading

‘You will find no pleasure in books if you 
cannot read, but it is equally possible to be 

able to read and derive little pleasure’
(David Bell)



Reading is much more than the decoding of black 
marks on a page; it is a quest for meaning and one 
which requires the reader to be an active participant.

‘When I read with inexperienced readers I find their 
difficulties lie not in the words but in understanding 
something that lies behind the words, embedded in 
the sense’

Margaret Meek How Texts Teach What Readers Learn

‘I know what the words say but I don’t know what 
they mean’. 

Quote from a 7 year old struggling with reading



How is reading taught at Priors Field?

• Phonics sessions to teach the knowledge, skills 
and application of phonics for decoding

• Direct teaching of vocabulary

• Whole class shared reading

• Guided reading with small groups

• Selecting from a variety of texts 

•The Story Chair

• Home / school reading links

•Phonics and reading activities

•Continuous assessment



The teaching of Phonics 
at Priors Field

We use the Jolly Phonics signs and songs 
alongside Letters and Sounds to introduce the 
basic 44 phonemes to the children, through a 
variety of games and activities.

Our play activities offer many opportunities 
to enrich children’s language across the areas 
of learning, as well as being delivered as a 
discrete phonics session each day.



Glossary

Phoneme

The smallest unit of sounds in a word.

e.g. c-a-t (3 phonemes).

Grapheme

A letter or a group of letters representing one sound (phoneme).

e.g. ck, igh, t, sh

Digraph

A grapheme containing two letters that make one sound (phoneme).

e.g. ck



Trigraph

A grapheme containing three letters that make one sound (phoneme).

e.g. igh

Segmenting (or sounding out)

The process of using phonics to write. Children listen to a whole word and 
break it down into constituent phonemes, choosing an appropriate 
grapheme to represent it.

e.g. Ship can be segmented into sh-i-p.

Blending

The process of using phonics for reading. Children identify and blend the 
phonemes in order to make a word. 

e.g. s-n-a-p blended together makes ‘snap’.







Teaching Blending for Word Reading
 Blending is recognising the letter sounds in a written word, for 
example c-a-t, and merging them in the order in which they are 
written to pronounce the word ‘cat’

 To read unfamiliar words a child must recognise (sound out) 
each grapheme, not each letter, then merge the phonemes 
together to make a word (in ‘ship’, the phonemes are ‘sh’, ‘i’
and ‘p’

Procedure:

Point to the beginning of the word ‘cat’.  Draw your finger along 
underneath the word, stretching out the sound, like a piece of 
elastic, saying /kaaat/ then releasing the stretch, as it were, to 
say /kaat/ and /kat/: point to ‘cat’ and say /kat/ smoothly



Reception High Frequency Words 
(with ‘tricky’ words    )

Children apply phonic knowledge and skills as their first 
approach to reading and spelling even if a word is not 
completely phonically regular.

Children are taught high frequency words that do not conform 
completely to grapheme/phoneme correspondence rules –
‘tricky words’. 



Parents:
where do we fit in?

Parents’ role is crucial in supporting their children 
in their development as independent, confident 

readers.

‘Compared to teacher input, parent modelling is more 
powerful, parental reinforcement is more valuable, 
parental feedback is more immediate and practise is 
more regular.’

(K. Topping & S. Woldendale, Parental Involvement in 
Children’s Reading, 1992) 



• Please share a reading book with your child 
every day for around 15 minutes.

• Children will change their books daily.

• Please comment briefly in your child’s Home 
Reading Diary and Miss Summerton / Mrs FS 
will read, initial and respond if necessary.

• Please allow your child to tell you about the 
daily phoneme and practise the movement that 
goes with it.  They should bring their phonics 
book home every day and return it the next 
day.



Reading with Your Child
Encourage your child to:

•Talk about what they have read / 
discuss the pictures

•Predict and re-tell

•Refer to funny / scary / favourite part

•Explain and elaborate

•Link to other stories they have read /  
experiences they have had / life



Reading with Your Child

Learning Differences: Success in Reading

•Children learn at different rates and in 
different ways

•The stages each child goes through will be 
similar but not uniform so it is not possible to 
compare children’s ‘reading ability’

•Pleasure and enjoyment of reading are key 
factors in success

•Children, parents and teachers work well as a 
team





In Summary:
How to help at  home with reading 

• Remember that talking about reading is very important, 
so if your child is sometimes reluctant to read aloud, 
discussing a book will also help to develop reading skills. 

• Concentrate on enjoyment and grasping the meaning 
rather than absolute accuracy.

• Keep reading time relaxed, comfortable and 
pleasurable, in a quiet corner, with the television 
turned off.

• Talk about the cover and read the title before rushing 
your child into the text, asking questions, such as: 
What do you think it will be about? What sort of book 
is it? Have you read one like this before?



• Don't correct too quickly. Give time.

• If your child is ‘telling’ the story from the pictures, 
give praise, and track the text yourself by pointing 
under the words. This will help him/her to understand 
the orientation of text, and also that it is the words 
that deliver the meaning.

• When your child brings home a book that has been read 
before ask for a summary before reading it again, then 
see what he/she has remembered. Point out 
punctuation and anything else he/she is now 
recognising.

• As your child progresses, talk about authors, 
characters and the events in the order they are 
occuring. 

• Join your local library together and use it regularly. 
Watch out for storytelling events, summer reads and 
reviews of new titles.



What about 
writing?



Mark making….

What are we looking for in the 
development of children’s mark making?

• Children will be making marks for a wide range 
of reasons, each equally valid, across all areas 
of learning in the EYFS. 

• Through their marks, they are communicating 
their ideas, expressing their feelings, 
developing their imagination and creativity, 
and testing their hypotheses about the world. 
These opportunities for making ‘thinking 
visible’ are fundamental to children’s learning 
and development. 



Towards writing….
• Paint, play-dough, glue, sand writing, sticks in mud as well as 

the more usual felt pens, pencils and wax crayons are all 
marks. Each mark is your child’s way of communicating their 
feelings and growing perceptions of the world around them. 
Never under estimate a scribble!

• At Priors Field, we encourage the children to ‘mark make’ in 
as many areas of the classroom as they can; in time, their 
dots, lines and curves become more recognisable as numbers 
and letters, and then letters become recognisable words –
and then the writing really becomes inspirational as children 
realise that others too can make sense of their marks…

…and the writing journey gathers momentum as your child writes 
their name, starts to copy letters around them, and write you 
messages that you too can read…children need a variety of 
experiences to turn them into good writers! 



Handwriting



Mathematics At School

• Lots of opportunities to develop concepts 
through play

• Daily whole class teaching sessions

• Group teacher led activities

• Incidental maths

• Maths Wizard Cards





Mathematics at Home

• Count when you’re out and about, weigh the 
ingredients for cooking, play with empty 
containers in the bath, count the tins in the 
cupboard.
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Please help at school!

Birthdays – craft 
supplies or a book to 
share rather than 
sweets!

Please donate any 
‘junk modelling’ / 
small pasta for our 
resources!


